
Think about it...

The sound of your voice vibrates the can
and causes the string to vibrate.  Our ears
collect the vibrations, send signals to the

brain, and we hear sound. 

What happens if you try different strings or
wire?  Does the length of the string matter? 

2 TIN CANS OR CUPS
STRING
PARTNERS 

GATHER:

Why can’t you hear anything if the string hits
the floor?  

Carefully make a hole in the
center of the bottom of the tin
cans or cups.  
Place the string through the
hole in the bottom of the two
cans.  
Tie large knots in the string
larger than the opening of the
holes on the inside of the cans.   
Each partner holds the can
with the string tight between
them.
One person listens while one
person talks in a normal voice -
not a whisper. Take turns. 

TO DO:

Try both partners listening
while one person touches the
string with their fingers. 
Try tapping the string with a
pencil. 

TRY NEXT:

Dialing Home
Tin Can Phones

Which would work better, a tin can or a
plastic cup?  Does the size of the can matter?  
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